AN EXAMINATION OF CERTAIN ABUSES

CORRUPTIONS, AND  ENORMITIES

IN THE CITY OF DUBLIN.

NOTHING is held more commendable in all great
cities, especially the metropolis of a kingdom, than
what the French call the police; by which word is meant
the government thereof, to prevent the many disorders
occasioned by great numbers of people and carriages,
especially through narrow streets. In this government our
famous City of Dublin is said to be very defective, and
universally complained of. Many wholesome laws have
been enacted to correct those abuses, but are ill executed ;
and many more are wanting, which I hope the united wisdom
of the nation (whereof so many good effects have already
appeared this session) will soon take into their most pro-
found consideration.

As I have been always watchful over the good of mine
own country, and particularly for that of our renowned
city, where (absit inmdia) I had the honour to draw my
first breathT; I cannot have a minute's ease or patience to
forbear enumerating some of the greatest enormities, abuses,
and corruptions, spread almost through every part of Dub-
lin ; and proposing such remedies as, I hope, the legislature
will approve of.

The narrow compass to which I have confined myself in
this paper, will allow me only to touch at the most important
defects, and such as I think seem to require the most speedy
redress.

And first, perhaps there was never known a wiser institu-

1 Swift was born at No. 7, Hoey's Court, near the Castle grounds.
[T. S.]

26-